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ABOVE: Rose Sullivan's stallion Claire de Lune
SE topped off an exceptional season with
Robyn Fisher with his victory at the Five-Year-
0ld Championships on the West Coast. ABOVE
RIGHT: Robyn took home the tricolor ribbon in
the Four-Year-Old Championships as well, this
time with Artesian, who scored an impressive
87.00. LEFT: For the second year in a row, Max
McManamy's colorful and talented five-year-
old Project Runway took home the Reserve
Championship. BELOW LEFT: Jennifer Miller and
Bedazzled were the Reserve Champions in the
Four-Year-Old division.

Weebee's brilliant jumper bloodlines seem
to give him the advantage every time on
cross-country. This time, he scored a 44.25
percent out of 50. “He’s sensational,” Fisher
said. “You can feel his knees come up, his
neck bascule and his hind end swings up.

I never have to worry about ‘finding’ a dis-
tance with this horse.”

His conformation also wowed judges,
earning the best score of the bunch with a
12 percent of 15. “His dressage is his weak-
est point right now,” Fisher mentioned,
“because he’s built so much like a jumper.
We’re working on the walk and the trot.
He’s got the canter down.”

The contestants performed their dressage
tests in a standard sized ring at Galway,
which proved to be a real test for many of
the youngsters. “It was a long test for the
young horses,” Fisher commented. Weebee
scored a 27.65 percent out of 35, but dur-
ing his test the next day in the Training
Horse division, “he gave me one of the best

tests he put on all year,” Fisher said. They
finished in second place in that division on
their dressage score of 34.2.

Artesian (Judgement—Shannondoah)
seems to have it all right now. He domi-
nated the Four-Year-Old Championship
division throughout with an 11.55 percent
in conformation, 30.45 percent in dressage,
and 45.00 percent in jumping. Much like
Weebee, jumping is in Artesian’s blood and,
apparently, so is dressage.

“He was such a fancy mover from the
start,” Fisher said. “Now we're just working
on getting him to carry himself in correct
form. He has a very powerful hind end
and is happy to go around in a hig trot all
the time, but we're teaching him how to
rebound that power with transitions. Being
a warmblood, he’s got few more years before
he’s fully developed. We just want to keep
on the right path and take it slow. He’s
already a natural athlete.”

Fisher bought the gelding in Novem-
ber of 2008 year from Willy Arts at DG
Bar Ranch. “I kind of got him by default,
because he was supposed to be Willy's next
big breeding stallion but he was a cryp-
torchid,” she explained. The pair also won
the Novice Horse division on their dressagde
score of 29.5—their third win for the year—
which capped off an almost perfect record
for 2009, excepting a third place finish at
Rebecca Farm in July, where Artesian won
the Four-Year-Old YEH division and Claire
De Lune won the Five-Year-Old division.

“What can I say? They're both really good
boys,” Robyn said proudly. “They’ve got
their heads on straight.” F



